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or three tests may be necessary at intervals of two or three months.
On farms where it is considered impractical to dispose of all the infected cows, progress can be made by maintaining two herds. One would consist of the reacting animals and the other of cows found to be healthy. This can be done on some farms where two stables can be provided, with a separate set of utensils. While this will not appeal to many farmers, something can be accomplished, even though the divided herd has to be kept in the same barn. They can, at least, be separated by a partition. This is a step in the right direction. At intervals, the animals in the non-reacting group should be re-tested to eliminate further the infected ones. The writer fully realizes the handicaps of this method of control on many farms. It is suggested, nevertheless. It has been demonstrated several times that two herds can be maintained in this way, if the facilities are available. This two-herd arrangement could be continued until the healthy herd has reached a considerable number and then the infected herd could be disposed of gradually.
It should not be forgotten that the active spreader of the disease is the animal which has recently aborted and is giving off live germs in the discharges from the generative organs. This may soil the litter, and when this animal is not kept by itself the germs may easily reach other cows. Infection commonly takes place by licking these discharges. It would be a wise arrangement if the aborting animal could be kept by itself, at least until all discharges had ceased. It is a good plan to provide a box stall for the animal which is due to calve soon. After calving takes place, either normally or as an abortion, close watch should be maintained to see that the afterbirth is expelled. If this does not take place promptly and there is a live calf, great care should be exercised to prevent the calf from licking the discharges. Otherwise scours in the calf may follow.